Appl. No. 09/687,689 



^ \ (e) providing an award for^each award-yielding symbol combination appearing 

f\ in said second set regardless of whether said award yielding symbol combination in the 
(JWv - \ 
second set appeared in the first set. 



Please amend Claim 4 as follows: 



(Twice Amended) Th^method of Claim 1, wherein the step of individually 
replacing the symbols includes Individually replacing the selected symbols without 
spinning the reels. 





£le6se cancel Claims 5, 6 and 8 without prejudice or disclaimer. 
Please amend Claim 12 as follows: 



y~ (Twice Amended) The rr^ethod of Claim 1, wherein the step of replacing each 
J Selected symbol includes individually replacing one of the other symbols on a plurality of 
reels, wherein said symbol functions absone of the plurality of symbols. 



Please amend Claim 15 as follows: 




£\XVl5. (Twice Amended) Theonethod of Claim 1, wherein the step of replacing each 
Elected symbol in the first set includes substituting a wild symbol for at least one other 
of the symbols in a row of symbols^png a plurality of reels of the slot machine, wherein 
said wild symbol functions as one of tn^ plurality of symbols. 



yPlease amend Claim 17 as follows: 



^\Ab.cJ2-> 17. (Twice Amended) A method tei^operating a gaming device including a plurality 
of symbols, said method comprising the steps of: 
^" (a) maintaining in a controller of sak^aming device a list of award yielding 

symbol combinations of said plurality of symbols; 

(b) generating a set of said symbols, wherei)\pne of said symbols in said set 
is a first wild symbol; 
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(c) providing an award for each award yielding symbol combination appearing 
in said set including the generated wild symbol which functions as one of the other 
symbols to maximize the award yieldir^combinations; 

(d) selecting at least one but notsall of the symbols in the set except for the 
first wild symbol in the set for individual replacement and individually replacing each 
said selected symbol with a second wild symbol; at 

(e) providing an award for each award yieldihg symbol combination appearing 
in said set, including the wild symbols which replace othersymbols and function as one 
of the symbols to maxLmize the award yielding symbol combinations. 



Please amend Claim 31 as follows: 



Swb. 31. (Twice Amended) A method for determining an award in a slot machine 
including a plurality of symbols andsa plurality of award yielding combinations of said 
symbols, said method comprising the sfeps of: 

(a) randomly generating on a plurality of paylines a first set of said symbols; 

(b) providing a player an award fons^ch award yielding symbol combination 
appearing in said first set; 

(c) selecting at least one but not all of^the symbols in said first set for 
individual replacement and individually replacing each sat^ selected symbol with one of 
the symbols; and 

(d) providing an award for each award yielding symbbl combination appearing 
in said second set including all award yielding symbol combinations in the second set 
regardless of whether an award was provided for such award yielding combinations in 
the first set. 




lease cancel Claim 33 without prejudice or disclaimer. 
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Please amend Claim 34 as follows: 



p.^?T ^y^LA^'JE CO 1 



SlAb.dVi> 34. (Amended) A W machine comprising: 

a plurality of reers and a plurality of paylines with the reels; 
a plurality of symbbls on said reels, said symbols including a wild symbol; 
a plurality of symbo\combinations that each yield an award if generated by said 
reels; and 

a processor which controls said reels, wherein said processor: (i) causes the 
reels to generate a set of said\ymbols along the paylines; (ii) provides an award for 
eachaward yielding symbol comoJnationin-said set, said wild symbol functions as at 
least one other non-wild symbol; (iii)\substitutes another one of the non-wild symbols in 
said set with another wild symbol; anil (iv) provides an award for each award yielding 
symbol combination in said set, regardless of whether the combination includes a wild 
symbol, wherein each wild symbol functions as at least one other non-wild symbol. 




^Please amend Claim 35 as follows^ 
35. (Twice Amended) A gaming device comprising: 
a processor; 

a memory device which maintains a plurality 'of symbols and a plurality of award 
yielding symbol combinations, wherein the processor\pommunicates with the memory 
device to: 

generate a set of symbols, wherein one of said symbols is a wild symbol; 

provide an award for each symbol combination appearing in said set, wherein 
said wild symbol functions as one of the symbols; 

individually substitute another wild symbol for at least or^ but not all other non- 
wild symbols in said set; and 

provide an award for each symbol combination appearing V said set, wherein 
each wild symbol functions as one of the symbols. 



Please cancel Claim 36 without prejudice or disclaimer. 
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